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C. Roberto Mechoso is Professor of Atmospheric Dynamics in the Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA). Mechoso's current research interests are ocean-atmosphere interactions, numerical weather prediction, meteorology aand climatology of the Southern Hemisphere, and high performance computing. He is author of more that 150 scientific publications in his fields of interest.  The goal of his research is to increase the understanding of climate variability using analyses of highly realistic simulations with numerical models, complemented by studies with observational data.  Targeted topics have been El Niño/Southern Oscillation and its impacts, American monsoon systems, stratospheric warnings, instabilities on atmospheric fronts, and distributing computing for climate modeling.

Mechoso was raised in Montevideo, Uruguay, where he obtained an engineering degree from the University of the Republic; his MA and PhD are from Princeton University.  He is a fellow of the American Meteorological Society, member of the American Geophysical Union, Honorary Professor at the University of Uruguay, Senior Fellow of the San Diego Supercomputer Center, and Corresponding Member of the National Academy of Engineering of Uruguay. Mechoso was Project Scientist of NASA’s Computational Modeling Technologies for Earth and Space Sciences (COMTESS).

Mechoso was founding Chair of the panel on Variability of the American Monsoon Systems (VAMOS) of the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP). Currently, he chairs the Science Working Group of the WCRP/VAMOS Ocean-Clouds-Atmosphere-Land Studies (VOCALS) program. He is also member of the WCRP/VAMOS panel, and of the Science Advisory Committee of the International Pacific Research Center, U. Hawaii.  Mechoso has been appointed to the WCRP/CLIVAR Science Steering Group for the period 2007-2009.

Professional Preparation:  University of Uruguay, Electro-Mechanical Engineering, Engineer 1974; Princeton University, Geophysical Fluid Dynamics, MA 1977, Ph.D. 1978.

Appointments: Professor of Atmospheric Dynamics, UCLA, since July 1991.  Associate Professor of Atmospheric Dynamics, UCLA, July 1986 - June 1991.  Assistant Professor of Atmospheric Dynamics, UCLA, July 1981 - June 1986.  Adjunct Assistant Professor, UCLA, January 1979 - June 1981. Graduate Student, Princeton University, September 1975 - December 1978.  Research Assistant, Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Program, Princeton University, January - August 1975. Lecturer in Fluid Mechanics and in Continuum Mechanics, School of Engineering, University of Uruguay, 1968-1974. Directeur de Recherche, Ecole Polytechnique, France, October-November 2000.  Distinguished Visitor, Universidad Complutense, Madrid, 2007.
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